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About The Surveys

« Surveys conducted by the non-partisan Field Poll
between December 2006 and October 2008 for The
California Wellness Foundation and the California
HealthCare Foundation

« Each survey conducted among random samples of
California registered voters by telephone.

o Survey sample sizes range from 1,000 to 1,200
registered voters each.

 Interviews conducted in English and Spanish.

« Sampling error for statewide findings: +/- 3
percentage points.
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A.

Polling Measures
Immediately Prior to the
Proposed California
Health Reform Package
(December 2006)




Table 1

Satisfaction with California’s Health Care
System and Outlook for the Future

No opinion

13%

Very
20% satisfied
Very
dissatisfied

38%
24% BRI
Somewhat [ Sk
dissatisfied

Satisfaction with health care
system in California

No opinion

12%
Better
off

40%
About the
same

Outlook for health care system
five years from now

Source: December 2006 Field Heath Policy Survey for The California Wellness Foundation.
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Table 2

California Voter Insecurities About Going
Without Health Insurance

Already
uninsured

39%
Very

Not concerned

concerned

23%
Somewhat
concerned

Voter concerns that they or
someone close to them will go
without insurance in the near future

52%

No

Have you/someone close to you been without
insurance at any time in the past 2 years?

Source: December 2006 Field Heath Policy Survey for The California Wellness Foundation.
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Table 3

Health Care Worries Facing Voters
and their Families

%% concerned

Very Somewhat

Not being able to pay the costs —7%
of a major illness, injury
Employers cutting back on amount 750
they contribute for health care
Not having/losing health care
coverage

71%

Not being able to pay out-of-pocket
costs of insurance premiums, 71%
deductibles and co-payments

Not having access to quality 68%
doctors, health services

Having to wait or put off getting
i 67%

needed health care services

Not being able to pay for needed
prescription drugs

Not being able to obtain affordable
health insurance due to a pre-
existing condition

Source: December 2006 Field Heath Policy Survey for The California Wellness Foundation.
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Table 4
Voters’ Most Favored Approach for Reforming

the State’s Health Care System

Make reforms within the current
system by encouraging shared
responsibilities among employers,
government and individuals

52%

Replace the current system
with a new government-run
system covering all Californians

Rely on free market
competition to improve the 18%
health insurance system

Other/
no opinion

6%

Source: December 2006 Field Heath Policy Survey for The California Wellness Foundation.
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B.

Polling Measures After the
California Health Reform
Package Debate
(March 2008)




Table 5
Overall Voter Reaction to the California Health Reform

Package Agreed to by the Governor and State Assembly

No opinion

Oppose
strongly

18%
Favor
strongly

13%
Oppose
somewhat

Oppose Favor
Somewhat Strongly Strongly Somewhat
21%| 13 |8 Total Voters 72%

Party
14%| 9 |5 Democrat

78%

37%| 23 14 Republican

Non-partisan/

12%| 8 4 other

80%

Source: March 2008 Field Heath Policy Survey for The California Wellness Foundation.
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Table 6

Voter Reactions to Specific Elements of the
California Health Reform Package

Strongly Somewhat

Require health insurance Favor
companies to offer coverage to

anyone without regard to their Oppose
health condition

84%

Provide tax credits to moderate Favor
income people if they need to

buy health insurance in the open  Oppose
market

78%

Provide subsidized health insurance Favor 77%

coverage to low income adults
Oppose

Require employers to help pay for
their employees’ health coverage  g5y0r 73%
on a sliding scale, with larger

companies paying more and Oppose
smaller companies paying less

Require all Californians to have a
minimum level of health coverage Favor
either by purchasing it themselves

or by obtaining it through an Oppose
employer or government agency

Source: March 2008 Field Heath Policy Survey for The California Wellness Foundation.
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Table 7

Opinions of the Proposed Funding Sources
Under the California Health Reform Package

Strongly Somewhat

Getting more individuals currently
without insurance to pay for a
minimum level of their health
coverage with the amount paid
based on their family income

Favor 80%

Oppose

Increasing the amount of federal Favor
matching funds that California

receives under existing federal Oppose
health care programs

79%

Requiring all employers to provide

a minimum contribution toward Eavor 77%
their employees’ health coverage
based on a company’s size, with Oppose

larger companies paying more and
smaller companies paying less

) ) Favor 71%
Increasing state cigarette taxes by

1 dollar and 75 cents per pack Oppose

Increasing hospital fees by 4 Favor

percent

Oppose 77%

Source: March 2008 Field Heath Policy Survey for The California Wellness Foundation.
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Table 8

Reactions to Arguments in FAVOR of the
California Health Reform Package

Strongly Somewhat

The proposed health reform plan

would have provided more people Agree
with access to preventative care

services which would improve

health and ultimately reduce health Disagree
care costs

76%

The proposed health reform plan
would have provided insured
Californians with greater
protections against losing their
insurance if they lost their job or
had a serious illness or accident

Agree 12%

Disagree

The proposed health reform plan

would have saved money by Agree
reducing the number of uninsured

people who can only get their care

at more expensive hospital Disagree
emergency rooms

Source: March 2008 Field Heath Policy Survey for The California Wellness Foundation.
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Table 9

Reactions to Arguments OPPOSED to the
California Health Reform Package

Strongly Somewhat

The proposed new tax revenues
designed to help the state pay for
the costs of providing more people
with health coverage would not be _
enough to keep up with rising Disagree 21%
health care costs

Agree 67%

There were no real guarantees
that the insurance policies that Agree 62%
uninsured, moderate income
people would be required to buy
under the proposed health reform

Disagree 2304
plan would be affordable 9 3%

Source: March 2008 Field Heath Policy Survey for The California Wellness Foundation.
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Table 10
Degree of Voter Concern About the Failure to

Approve the California Health Reform Package

1% No opinion

13%
Not at all

34%
Concerned

A little a great deal
concerned

Concerned Concerned
A little Not at all A great deal Some

26%| 13 | 13 Total Voters 73%

Party
17%|11 |6 Democrat 81%
40%| 14 26 Republican
4% | 16 B Non-partisan/ 2601
0 other 0
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C.
Relevant Measures from
Other Recent Field Polls
About Health Reform

== Field Research Corporation F——= 14 =———————— The Field Poll —=




Table 11

Overall Satisfaction with California’s
Health Care System in 2008

No opinion

15%
Very

21% satisfied
Very

dissatisfied

25%
Somewhat
dissatisfied

Somewhat Very Very Somewhat

46% 25 21 Total Voters

Insurance status

59% 28 31 Not insured

Insured/went w/o
S50%| 26 24 insurance past 2 years

Insured/concerned

47%| 22 27
about future coverage

Insured/not concerned
about future coverage

26%| 15 |11 70%

Source: March 2008 Field Heath Policy Survey for The California Wellness Foundation.
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Table 12

California Voter Concerns About the Health
Care System in 2008 and Changes from 2006

[ Very concerned [l Somewhat concerned [_]Not too/Not at all concerned

A since 2006
Not being able to pay for all the 59% @
costs associated with a major 2904 7
illness or injury T is% 5

Having your or a family

member’s health coverage F 59% .
canceled or severely limited 19% x
by an insurance provider due L 121% x
to a health condition

Having to pay more out of r 58%
pocket for your health 30% -1

insurance coverage 12% - 16

Not having or losing your health F 57%
care coverage -6
-4
5
8
+3

Not having access to quality
doctors and health care services

Employers cutting back on the

49%
amount they contribute to their 30% +1

workers’ health care coverage [ ]19% 4

*Note: Not asked in 2006 survey.
Source: March 2008 Field Heath Policy Survey for The California Wellness Foundation.
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Table 13

How Difficult is it for You to Pay All of the Out-of-
Pocket Costs for You and Your Family’s Health Care
(August 2007)

No opinion

19% 26%
Not at all Very
difficult difficult

24%
Not too
difficult

Difficult
Not difficult \Very Somewhat

43% Total Voters

Household income

21% Less than $20,000 75%
30% $20,000 - $39,999 69%
43% $40,000 - $79,999

More than $80,000
62%

Source: August 2007 Field Poll for the California HealthCare Foundation.
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Table 14

What Are the Most Difficult Parts of Your
Health Care Expenses to Pay For
(August 2007)

Health care expenses very or

0,
somewhat difficult to pay (net) 54%

Most difficult part to pay

Insurance premiums - 21%

Out-of-pocket expenses
for covered services

15%

Expenses paid for
services not covered 15%
by insurance

Other/can’t specify ] 3%

Source: August 2007 Field Poll for the California HealthCare Foundation.
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Table 15

How Californians Feel Health Insurance
Costs Should be Paid

3%
Paid mostly No opinion
by individuals

Paid mostly
by employers

67%
Shared by
individuals,
employers

and gov't

% Shared

Total Voters 67%

Party
Democrats 68%
Republicans 63%

Non-partisans/
others

69%

Source: March 2008 Field Heath Policy Survey for The California Wellness Foundation.
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Table 16
Which Level of Government is Better Suited to Enact

the Changes Needed in the Health Care System

4%
No opinion
Neither

41%
Federal
gov't

State gov’t Federal gov’t

35% Total Voters 41%

Party
Democrats

31% 46%

38% Republicans 35%

Non-partisans/
others

39% 43%

Source: March 2008 Field Heath Policy Survey for The California Wellness Foundation.
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